South Idaho Press
Idaho kids beat national average on science test

BOISE (AP) — Fourth- and eighth-graders in Idaho scored higher on a national science test than
most of their counterparts nationwide, the state Department of Education announced Wednesday.

The test results may be deceiving, however. When the results are divided by ethnicity, the bulk of
Idaho’s fourth-grade students — white students — actually scored worse than white students in
the rest of the nation. And though Idaho’s Hispanic students scored better than their counterparts
nationwide, they still lagged behind white fourth-graders’ scores.

The 2005 National Assessment of Educational Progress is considered the best measure of how
students perform over time and how one state stacks up against another. It compares state
subgroups to subgroups in other states.

Because of the way the test results are tallied, it's not clear whether Idaho’s higher overall scores
are because Hispanic students are performing that much better than others nationwide or simply
because Idaho has fewer minority students than many other states.

The discrepancy wasn'’t found among Idaho eighth-graders, where both white and Hispanic
students scored better than their counterparts nationwide.

The test includes four categories: science, earth science, physical science and life science.

Overall, Idaho stacked up fairly well, according to the results. Only six states had higher average
science scores than Idaho’s eighth-graders. Among fourth-graders, 12 states had higher average
scores. The state’s scores remained fairly steady compared to Idaho fourth- and eighth-graders
who took the test in 2000, the last year it was offered, officials said.



